
 
Invitation to Join GPDD Electronic Discussion On 

DISABILITY & CLIMATE CHANGE 
8 – 12 December 2008 

Sponsored by:  The Global Partnership for Disability & Development (GPDD) and The World Bank (Human Development Network - Social 
Protection/Disability & Development Team)  

 

The Global Partnership for Disability & Development (GPDD) is pleased to invite you to an e- 
discussion on Disability & Climate Change.    
 

Climate change causes grave consequences for human well-being, development, and 
security, by increasing severe weather conditions that raise the risks of disease, food scarcity, 
loss of livelihoods, migration, violence, and conflict. Climate change threatens the effectiveness 
of development efforts by disproportionately affecting people with disabilities and other 
vulnerable groups in low- and middle-income countries. In the face of these imminent 
challenges, people with disabilities and their families require adaptation and robust systems 
that promote sustainable access to basic necessities, secure livelihoods, health care, and social 
and civic participation. 
 

This e-discussion will be a week-long electronic exchange among all interested 
stakeholders to create a shared understanding of how climate change may impact the lives of 
people with disabilities in low- and middle-income countries, and summarize the major themes 
that must be addressed in future research activities.   
 

The e-discussion will take place from 8 - 12 December, and be facilitated by Dr. Maria 
Kett, Assistant Director of the LCI Disability and Inclusive Development Centre of Leonard 
Cheshire Disability, and Valerie Sherrer, Emergency Coordinator of Christian Blind Mission.  
Discussion topics will center on two primary themes:  

1. Disasters, Emergencies, Conflicts and Disability, and  
2. Basic Necessities, Health, & Poverty Reduction.      
 
The main objective of the e-discussion is to build on existing knowledge and exchange 

ideas on developing practical strategies to cope with the diverse effects of climate change, 
which will directly or indirectly impact the lives of people with disabilities and their families. 
The information and insight gathered in the discussion will be converted into a report for wide 
dissemination in multiple formats. 
 

The discussion is open to all interested parties and participation is free. Please be sure to 
register before 28 November to ensure inclusion in the entirety of the discussions.  
To register, please submit an email in the following format: 
To: listserv@listserv.syr.edu 
Subject: GPDD-eDisc2008 [First Name Last Name Country]  

*e.g.: GPDD-eDisc2008 Joe Smith Australia 
Message Body: Subscribe GPDD-eDisc2008 [First Name Last Name] 

*e.g.: Subscribe GPDD-eDisc2008 Joe Smith 
 

For questions or further information regarding this event, please contact Kelly Hamel at 
kmhamel@law.syr.edu.  We very much look forward to having you join us! 
  


