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EU must stop disabling development co-operation

IDDC welcomes the European Parliament’s call for inclusive development co-operation

Today, the European Parliament adopted a resolution on the EU’s accession to the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The UN Convention aims to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy their rights on an equal basis with others.  The resolution demands that the Council, EUMS and Commission move faster towards its ratification. The International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) welcomes the European Parliament’s statement that there must be no loopholes in this ratification. “No EU policy should undermine the rights of persons with disabilities in the EU and in the world”, states MEP Cashman. “The EU can help make those rights a reality. That’s particularly true in development co-operation, where much more has to be done to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities.”

On 3 May next, one year will have passed since the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities entered into force. Still, many EU member states have not yet ratified it, and the process in the Commission and the Council is hardly moving to accede to it. This leaves over 500 Million people with disabilities in developing countries excluded from development initiatives. 

The EC, as a signatory to the Convention and manager of up to one-fifth of the EU’s development aid, has an obligation to ensure that the money is spent in a way that includes persons with disabilities. Given the fact that children with disabilities make up one third of the total number of children without access to primary schooling not one more cent should be spent building inaccessible schools. For development to be truly inclusive, no policy should ever be propped up by EC aid if it fails take into account the views of persons with disabilities themselves. 

MEPs have been signing up to an IDDC prepared statement that commits them to being partners to persons with disabilities around the world after the elections. Chair of the IDDC, Johannes Trimmel said “today the EP has shown that it has a strong commitment to human rights of persons with disabilities. The Parliament tomorrow and after the elections needs to remain strong and bring the rights of persons with disabilities fully into the work of all the committees in the next Parliament.” Up to now Parliamentarians from all major political parties representing 10 EU Member States have signed up to the statement. This shows their commitment to use their role to scrutinize and monitor the EU’s policies and budget expenditure to ensure that it fulfills its commitments to the rights of persons with disabilities. 

The IDDC will continue collecting signatures for the statement throughout the electoral campaign, in Brussels and all across the EU.  

Notes to Editors: 

1) Contacts: 

Celia Cranfield, IDDC EU task group leader, 026444323, eu@light-for-the-world.org 

Pia Wurzer, IDDC coordinator, 026444323, info@iddcconsortium.net 
2)
- An estimated 150 million children have disabilities (UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, 2006). 72 million children with disabilities worldwide do not receive any education (UNESCO Global Monitoring report 2007).

- There are at least 650 million people worldwide with disabilities, this is around 10% of the world’s population and they are the world’s largest minority (UN enable factsheet). 

- The World Bank estimates that 1 in 5 of the world’s poorest people have a disability.  

3) IDDC is a network of 20 international NGOs
[1] supporting the inclusion of persons with disabilities in development efforts in over 100 countries. The IDDC promotes inclusive development, i.e. respecting the full human rights of every person, acknowledging diversity, eradicating poverty and ensuring that all people are fully included and can actively participate in development processes.
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4) All the EU Member States and the EC have signed this Convention and it is the first UN Human Rights Convention that the European Community will be party to. The UN Convention aims to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy their rights on an equal basis with others The Convention elaborates how each existing human right applies in a non-discriminatory way specifically to all persons with disabilities and also includes a number of particular rights of persons with disabilities. For more information see www.un.org/disabilities
 

5) Picture may be used free of charge, with credits to Light For The World. It is of a school for deaf children in Ethiopia. 
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�[1] Action on Disability and Development (ADD), Associazione Italiana Amici di Raoul Follereau (AIFO), BasicNeeds, CBM, Disabled Peoples Organisation - Denmark (DPOD), Dutch Coalition on Disability and Development (DCDD), Finnish Disabled People’s International Development Association (FIDIDA), Handicap International (HI), Healthlink Worldwide, Leonard Cheshire Disability, Light for the World, Norwegian Association of Disabled (NAD), Organismo di Volontariato per la Cooperazione Internazionale la Nostra Famiglia (OVCI), PHOS Platform Disability and Development Cooperation (PHOS), Save the Children UK, Sightsavers International, Survivor Corps, Swedish Organisation of Disabled Persons International Aid Association (SHIA), Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO), World Vision UK
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