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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Millennium Development Goals: Who is left out?
A Panel Discussion on the MDGs and Disability

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have the potential to make life better for billions of people, but without including persons with disabilities in plans for tackling poverty, the MDGs stand little chance of success. A Panel Discussion will be held to mark the launch of the EC funded Project ‘Making Development Inclusive’ on the 22nd June 2010. The theme of the discussion will be ‘Disability and the MDGs’. 
The UN MDG Review Summit is being held in New York in September 2010. As the world’s largest contributor of development aid, the EU has a significant role to play in discussions on future strategies for achieving the MDGs. This panel discussion will allow key stakeholders from both the EU and the Global South to discuss the role that disability plays in poverty, and ensure that in the lead up to the Summit, there will be an emphasis on making the MDGs inclusive.

The ‘Making Development Inclusive’ project was granted 731,827€ in the wake of the signing of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) by the European Union.  With the aim of breaking the recurring poverty-disability-poverty cycle, Article 32 of UNCRPD states inter alia that international cooperation, including international development programmes, should be inclusive of, and accessible to, persons with disabilities. As a result, there is a greatly increased need for specialist information about the implementation and monitoring of Article 32.
‘Making Development Inclusive’ aims to strengthen IDDC as a hub for the provision of expertise on mainstreaming disability in development to national and international state and non-state actors. It will enable IDDC to increase its promotion of consistent understanding and implementation of the UNCRPD with a range of target groups across Member States.

Speakers at the event include Alf Svensson MEP (Member of the Committee on Development at the EP), Madhizhagan Mohan (Inclusive Development Officer at CBM South Asia), and Imtiaz Mohammed (Head of International Programmes, Leonard Cheshire Disability), with more to be announced soon.
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For more information about the Launch Event or the ‘Making Development Inclusive project, contact 
Hannah Nicholls:
Tel: +32 (0)2 644.43.23

hannah.nicholls@iddcconsortium.net





Notes for Editors


Key statistics


One in five of the world’s poorest people have a disability


82% of persons with disabilities live below the poverty line 


Persons with disabilities comprise one of the single largest groups of excluded and chronically poor people in the world.


“20 per cent of the world’s poorest people are disabled, yet disability is not mentioned in any of the 8 MDG goals, the 18 targets, or the 48 indicators… lack of specific attention to marginalised groups in the targets and indicators creates a real danger that efforts to achieve the MDGs will push some of the world’s poorest people to the periphery”


Sightsavers International, The Millennium Development Goals and People with Disabilities, Sightsavers Policy Briefing, 2009, p. 1 available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sightsavers.org/learn_more/reports_and_research/10990.html" �http://www.sightsavers.org/learn_more/reports_and_research/10990.html�


 “Unless disabled people are brought into the development mainstream, it will be impossible to cut poverty in half by 2015”


Former President of the World Bank, James Wolfensohn, 2002 (Quoted in Sightsavers Policy Briefing, above)





UN MDG Review Summit, 20-22 September 2010, New York�2010 marks five years until the MDG target year of 2015. This summit is an opportunity for world leaders to discuss strategies, and determine an ‘action agenda’ for meeting the targets by 2015. 


The EU will meet in advance of the Summit to discuss and coordinate their standpoint on the MDGs. It is important therefore that key stakeholders in the EU will have the opportunity to discuss the importance of disability as a cross cutting issues in achieving the MDGs in order to ensure that persons with disabilities are represented at the Summit. 





Links


For more information 


about disability and the MDGs: � HYPERLINK "http://www.includeeverybody.org" �www.includeeverybody.org�


about IDDC: � HYPERLINK "http://www.iddcconsortium.net" �www.iddcconsortium.net� 


about inclusive development: � HYPERLINK "http://www.make-development-inclusive.org/" �http://www.make-development-inclusive.org/�


on the UN MDG Review Summit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/en/mdg/summit2010/" �http://www.un.org/en/mdg/summit2010/�


on the EU and MDGS: � HYPERLINK "http://www.europa-eu-un.org/articles/en/article_9681_en.htm" �http://www.europa-eu-un.org/articles/en/article_9681_en.htm�

















Ivzw International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) • c/o LFTW • rue Washington 40 • 1050 • Brussels • BELGIUM
Tel: +32 (0)2.644.43.23 • Email: info@iddcconsortium.net • Website: http://www.iddcconsortium.net

