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WHO and World Bank launch the World Report on Disability

Can the MDGs be achieved while leaving one billion people behind?

15% of the world’s population - 1 billion people - experience disabilities and the number is still rising. This was revealed at yesterday’s launch of the World Report on Disability in New York, which contains strong recommendations for governments to include persons with disabilities in their development and socio-economic policies. In addition to extensive data on the situation of persons with disabilities, the Report also contains many good practice examples from IDDC members. 
Prof. Ron McCallum, Chairman of the Committee on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, stated: “This is an important Report which will assist all of us in implementing the Convention on the Rights of persons with Disabilities. Too many persons with disabilities face the results of stigma, stereotypes, and other effects of discrimination.” The Report is the first comprehensive overview of the situation of persons with disabilities worldwide, based on scientific evidence and input from 380 experts globally. 

“This Report sets out the evidence in such detail and with such authority that it commands our attention and demands our action”, said Dr. Margaret Chan, Director-General of the World Health Organisation (WHO). “More than 100 countries have ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. With this Report they now have the data, the knowledge, and the practical advice to deliver on their commitment.” This means that if policy makers and planners exclude persons with disabilities, they exclude one billion people in society.
The international community is committed to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as our overarching development targets. However, the Report reveals that each level of the MDG achievement is undermined by the exclusion of persons with disabilities. 

The Report highlights the strong links between poverty and disability; if poverty reduction strategies do not take specific measures to include persons with disabilities and their families then the poverty reduction programmes are discriminating and inefficient. 

In particular women with disabilities face increased barriers; global figures in the Report show that employment rates are low for men with disabilities (53%) and even lower for women with disabilities (20%). Dr. Agnès Binagwaho, Minister of Health in Rwanda, shared that in her country they have tried to include people with disabilities from the beginning, also in the HIV/AIDS thematic. Young girls in many countries are extremely vulnerable to violence and rape. However, the people that can really make the difference are the representatives of people living with disabilities.
The final recommendations of the Report lead the way for implementation of Inclusive International Cooperation, which is in fact an obligation under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Johannes Trimmel, Chair of the IDDC, commented in the Experts Meeting on the World Report on Disability: “The World Report evidences the close link between poverty and disability and the gaps for persons with disabilities in developing countries to access their right to health, rehabilitation, education, employment and political participation. Development cooperation can and shall play an important role in reducing barriers persons with disabilities face, promoting the access to their rights and creating enabling environments. IDDC members are committed to investing in diverse strategies for an effective development cooperation leading to inclusive national disability strategies.”
***
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> World Report on Disability http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/index.html
> The International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) is a global consortium of 23 disability and development non-governmental organisations (NGOs), mainstream development NGOs and disabled people's organisations (DPOs) supporting disability and development work in more than 100 countries around the world. 

For more information on IDDC, visit our website on www.iddcconsortium.net 
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