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Hearing in the European Parliament:

Defend the Right of Independent Living - How the EU´s austerity policy is undermining the lives of people with disabilities

Thursday 9 February 2012 - European Parliament, Brussels
15.00 - 18.30 in Room A1G2

PROGRAMME
Panel 1: 
Understanding the impact of austerity measures on persons with disabilities
Moderator:
Kartika Liotard MEP
Speakers:
Cecilia Wikström MEP – Setting the scene
John Evans OBE, Advisory Board member of the European Network on Independent Living
Michael McCabe, Chairperson of the Centre for Independent Living Dublin

Kapka Panayotova, Director of the Centre for Independent Living Sofia and Chairwoman of the European Network on Independent Living
Prof. Alan Roulstone, Expert on global and European disability policy

Discussion

Panel 2: 
Addressing the threat of cuts to the rights of persons with disabilities at the European level
Moderator:
Paul Murphy MEP
Speakers:

Simona Giarratano, Policy Officer at the European Disability Forum
Representative of the European Anti-Poverty Network (TBC)

Peter Lambreghts, European Network on Independent Living and Onafhankelijk Leven

Representative of the European Commission (TBC)

Discussion
Reception to follow

About the hearing:
Evidence shows that even before the current financial crisis, people with disabilities were among the most marginalised and excluded groups in Europe. A total of 62 percent of Europeans with disabilities are among the poorest persons in Europe. As opposed to 69 percent of Europeans who have a job, only 29 percent of disabled people are in employment. While 18 percent of all Europeans go to university, the figure for people with disabilities is only 9 percent.
 In addition, more than 1.2 million people with disabilities live in long-stay residential institutions, segregated from the rest of society.

Due to the financial crisis, this situation has deteriorated even further. There are reports from many countries about disabled people being disproportionately affected by austerity measures introduced across the European Union. In a number of countries, services which ensure that disabled people can live independently, go to work and participate in society have been downsized or abolished, thereby pushing people into poverty and furthering their social exclusion. This includes countries such as Sweden and the UK, which have until now been the forerunners in including disabled people in society. In other Member States, where community-based services for people with disabilities have been lacking in the first place, cuts in public spending threaten to push more disabled people into institutional care and jeopardise the process of de-institutionalisation, where it has already started. 

The hearing will present the impact cuts in public spending have had on services for persons with disabilities in the EU, among other using results gathered through the EDF Observatory of the Crisis. The second part of the hearing will aim to identify actions that can be taken by the European Commission and the European Parliament to address this situation and ensure that the rights of disabled people in the EU are upheld. ENIL will also present its Proposal for a European Parliament Resolution on the effect of cuts. 
Further information:

· ENIL Proposal for a European Parliament Resolution on the effect of cuts in public spending on services for persons with disabilities in the European Union, http://media.fd2011.enil.eu/2011/09/ENIL_EP_Resolution_Proposal_September2011.doc
· Background Note, European Network on Independent Living, September 2011, http://media.fd2011.enil.eu/2011/09/Background_paper_Resolution.doc 

· ‘The economic crisis threatens participation and inclusion of people with disabilities’, EU Fundamental Rights Agency, 2 December 2011, http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/news_and_events/infocus11_0212_en.htm
· ‘Europeans with disabilities are terrified’, EurActiv, 6 December 2011, http://www.euractiv.com/socialeurope/europeans-disabilities-terrified-analysis-509471
Please register by 02 February 2012 at secretariat@enil.eu
If you do not have an EU Parliament badge, please include your date of birth, nationality and passport number, so we can arrange your access into Parliament.
� Figures taken from the 2010 Annual Report of the European Disability Forum, published in 2011.


� Mansell J, Knapp M, Beadle-Brown J and Beecham, J (2007) Deinstitutionalisation and community living – outcomes and costs: report of a European Study. Volume 2: Main Report. Canterbury: Tizard Centre, University of Kent.





