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Dear members of the Development Cooperation Working Group,

In 2005, the European Commission and its 27 Member States adopted the European Programme for Action to confront HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria in External Action (2007-2011). Following consultations with civil society in Brussels and Dakar at the end of 2008, the European Commission prepared a mid-term review, which was presented to the Development Cooperation Working Group on the 10th of June 2009.
As the HIV Task Group of the International Disability and Development Consortium, we applaud the commitment of the European Union to tackle the three diseases, which cause such devastation to families, communities and countries across the world. We particularly approve the decision to create EU Task Teams around the emerging priority issues, to ensure the effective implementation of the Programme for Action and better co-ordination between Member States to combat the three diseases.

We welcome the specific recognition in the Programme for Action Review that people with disabilities need to be included in the EU’s response to HIV&AIDS (p40). 

People with disabilities make up 10% of the global population and are part of every social group: class, caste, ethnicity, gender, religion, sexual orientation, and are therefore exposed to the same risk factors for HIV as the non-disabled general population.

Moreover, people with disabilities are at greater risk of HIV infection due to several social and economic causes, often stemming from their human rights being denied. Despite this, people with disabilities are frequently left out of HIV&AIDS policies and programming.

In order to achieve Universal Access to HIV prevention, treatment and care and support by 2010 and the Millennium Development Goals by 2015, it is necessary to make HIV&AIDS policies and programmes inclusive for people with disabilities.

The European Community has signed the UN Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which all EU Member States are also signatories of. This Convention specifically upholds the right of people with disabilities to access the same range, quality and standard of free or affordable sexual and reproductive health care and programmes (Art 25.a)

The Council in its conclusions and the mid term review must ensure the following outcomes for people with disabilities: 

1. the human rights of people with disabilities are promoted in its political dialogue with external countries, particularly in discussions around the response to HIV&AIDS

2. the rights and specific needs of people with disabilities are addressed and included in each of the EU Task Teams being formed

3. training is provided to European Commission and Member State Delegation staff on inclusive HIV&AIDS policies and facilitate the sharing of best practice on this issue;

4. all prevention, treatment and care programmes funded by the EU (including Member State initiatives, and funding that is channelled through the Global Fund, WHO and UN agencies) are accessible and truly inclusive of people with disabilities;

5. the involvement of people with disabilities, Disabled People’s Organisations and disability NGOs in all international and national dialogue on HIV&AIDS including programme planning and implementation must be guaranteed;

The IDDC asks that the Council include appropriate reference to how it intends to support the rights of people with disabilities in the continuing implementation of the Programme for Action in the Council Conclusions. This will send a strong statement of the EU’s commitment to ensuring that its obligations under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities are upheld in the EU’s external action.

We look forward to continued cooperation between the EU and Civil Society in shaping EU policy and practise to most effectively combat the three diseases.

Yours sincerely,

HIV&AIDS and Disability Task Group
EU Task Group

International Disability and Development Consortium

IDDC is a network of 23 international NGOs
 supporting the inclusion of persons with disabilities in development efforts in over 100 countries. The IDDC promotes inclusive development, i.e. respecting the full human rights of every person, acknowledging diversity, eradicating poverty and ensuring that all people are fully included and can actively participate in development processes.
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� Action on Disability and Development (ADD), Associazione Italiana Amici di Raoul Follereau (AIFO), CBM, Disabled Peoples Organisation - Denmark (DPOD), Dutch Coalition on Disability and Development (DCDD), EU-CORD, Finnish Disabled People’s International Development Association (FIDIDA), Handicap International (HI), Healthlink Worldwide, International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP), Leonard Cheshire Disability, LIGHT FOR THE WORLD, Liliane Fonds, Norwegian Association of Disabled (NAD), Organismo di Volontariato per la Cooperazione Internazionale la Nostra Famiglia (OVCI), Platform Disability and Development Cooperation (PHOS), Save the Children UK, Sense International, Sightsavers International, Swedish Organisation of Disabled Persons International Aid Association (SHIA), The Leprosy Mission International (TLMI), Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO), World Vision UK
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