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Press release
UN calls for urgent actions to include people with disability in the HIV response

HIV and disability are linked, but the world has been slow to acknowledge this. Many of the 650 million disabled people in the world are more vulnerable to HIV than the general population, yet so far they have been excluded from most HIV prevention, treatment and care programmes.
UNAIDS, the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) have now released a policy brief in which they call for urgent actions to increase the participation of people with disabilities in the HIV response and to ensure that they have equal access to HIV services.

UNAIDS, WHO and OHCHR are giving an important signal with this policy brief. Governments, donors and civil society should start including people with disabilities in the response to HIV otherwise the target of Universal Access to HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and care by 2010 and MDG6 will never be reached.

IDDC welcomes this policy brief very much. Jessica de Ruijter, working as the advocacy officer for VSO and member of the IDDC Task Group on HIV/AIDS and Disability attended the launch of the policy brief at the UNAIDS office on April 8. She said that “This policy brief will give a big push to our advocacy work to get people with disabilities higher on the HIV agenda; what we now want to see is policies and programmes leading to practical action to ensure that persons with disabilities are not excluded from programmes designed to fight HIV and AIDS. We would like to see governments in Europe and the European Commission immediately taking steps to make this a reality”.

If you would like to download the UNAIDS Policy brief go to: http://data.unaids.org/pub/Manual/2009/jc1632_policy_brief_disability_en.pdf
Note to Editors

The International Disability & Development Consortium (IDDC) is a consortium of 20 international NGOs supporting disability and development work in over 100 countries globally.  
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