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media release
COMMISSIONER PIEBALGS: “EU development cooperAtion has to be inclusive OF and ACCESSIBLE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES”
Brussels, 4 November 2010 | The International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) and the European Disability Forum (EDF) met Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs. The meeting aimed to improve the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the development work of the European Union. In the first place, this media release details why the inclusion of disabled persons is crucial into development strategy. Secondly, it describes the commitment of the European Commission. It finally brings the challenges of the next agenda on development.
Why specifically address persons with disabilities?
· Persons with disabilities make up approximately 10% of any population (WHO) and 20% of the world’s poorest (World Bank).

· Disability is both a cause and effect of poverty, and 82% of disabled people live below the poverty line in developing countries (UN).

These figures can be higher in countries devastated by civil war or natural disaster. Disabled people, in all parts of the world, experience discrimination and are widely excluded from the social, economic and political life of the community. This exclusion is the basic cause of high rates of poverty among disabled people in the poorest countries. Johannes Trimmel, IDDC Vice-Chair reminded that “1/3 of the 75 million children worldwide without access to primary schools are children with disabilities. As a matter of fact, when cooperation doesn’t address specifically disability in education, 1/3 of the children remain invisible, excluded and don’t benefit at all from any European development cooperation.”
Inclusion is the key issue
The discussion between the disability organisations and Mister Andris Piebalgs focused on how to effectively address disability issues in the European development cooperation work. The counterparts also touched on how to best build on the steps which have already been taken by the Commissioner and the European Commission to promote inclusive development.

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities - which will be concluded by the EU - provides the international legally binding framework in its specific article on international cooperation. Commissioner Andris Piebalgs confirmed in the meeting: “The European Commission is committed to ensure that international cooperation, including international development programmes, is inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities”.

The outcome document of the High Level Summit on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), recently held in New York, includes the necessity to focus on persons with disabilities in order to achieve the MDGs. As Commissioner Andris Piebalgs emphasized, the achievement of the MDGs is the priority for the European development cooperation in the coming five years. 
Challenges for the next development agenda
2011 is a critical year for the future agenda on the European development cooperation in the next decade. EDF Director Carlotta Besozzi, highlighted that “the challenge is now to make sure the agenda foresees a coherent policy with a concrete set of actions addressing disability and development. The Commission has to make sure the EU doesn’t forget 650 million persons with disabilities in the world. Policies and practical guidelines need to be put in place.”
Contact EDF: Aurélien Daydé | communication & media officer | M +32 485 64 39 93 | aurelien.dayde@edf-feph.org
Note for the editor

-The European Disability Forum (EDF) is the European umbrella organisation representing the interests of 65 million European with disabilities. EDF membership includes national umbrella organisations of disabled people from all EU countries, as well as European NGOs representing the different types of disabilities, organisations and individuals committed to disability issues. The mission of the European Disability Forum is to ensure disabled people full access to fundamental and human rights through their active involvement in policy development and implementation in Europe
More information: www.edf-feph.org
-The International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) is a global consortium of 23 disability and development non-governmental organisations (NGOs), mainstream development NGOs and disabled people's organisations (DPOs) supporting disability and development work in more than 100 countries around the world. The aim of IDDC is to promote inclusive development internationally, with a special focus on promoting the full and effective enjoyment of human rights by all disabled people living in economically poor communities in lower and middle-income countries
More information: www.iddcconsortium.net
-About the Millennium Development Goals and Disability

More information: www.includeeverybody.org
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