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Making Development Inclusive

– The International Disability & Development Consortium (IDDC)

Presenter: Marianne Schulze, Consultant to IDDC/Light for the World, Austria

The IDDC – International Disability & Development Consortium – a global consortium of 20 non-governmental organizations supporting disability and development work in more than 100 countries around the world aims to promote the rights of persons with disabilities through effective collaboration and sharing of information and expertise. Inclusive development policies and practice are seen as the primary means of ensuring the inclusion of persons with disabilities in development efforts to redress prevailing invisibility and exclusion. 

With 20 member organizations, IDDC is involved in a variety of policy efforts, I would like to highlight three of those as they seem to be most pertinent to the Shafallah Center’s International Forum:

1. IDDCs work on making the Millennium Development Goals inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities; 

2. Advocacy for the recognition of inclusive development in pertinent resolutions of the United Nations, in particular the UN General Assembly & the Human Rights Council;

3. “Make development inclusive” – a multi-level project to support a coordinated approach on inclusion of persons with disabilities in development policies and programs of the European Union, the world’s largest state development donor. 

1. Inclusive Millennium Development Goals 

The focus of IDDC policy is the inclusion of persons with disabilities in high profile development efforts such as the Millennium Development Goals. To this end, the Consortium has launched www.IncludeEverybody.org to campaign for inclusion of persons with disabilities in all Millennium Development Goals. As none of the goals will – indeed cannot – be achieved without including the rights of persons with disabilities in all development policies, the IDDC is advocating for the implementation of the pertinent provisions of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, particularly Articles 32 (Inclusive Development), 11 (Situations of risk) & 28 (poverty reduction programs). The inclusion in Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers, which is intrinsic to MDG # 1, is a focus area. 

2. Advocacy for reflection of inclusive development in UN documents 

Building on the achievement of having enshrined a stand-alone provision on international cooperation in the UN’s latest core human rights treaty, namely Article 32 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, IDDC is trying to ensure that the provision is applied and meaningfully implemented. One of the focus areas is the European Union, as the Union is the biggest public development donor. Another focus area are various fora within the UN system. 

Starting with the General Assembly: IDDC has successfully advocated for the reflection of inclusive development in a variety of resolutions, particularly those explicitly referring to persons with disabilities but it has also succeeded in adding the need to address the exclusion of persons with disabilities in such resolutions that hitherto reflect the invisibility and exclusion of persons with disabilities. IDDC is trying to utilize the opportunities that are opened by recognizing the importance of human rights in the development context, now that a core human rights treaty enshrines a stand-alone provision on development. Not surprisingly, a focus of IDDC is the resolution sponsored by the Philippines on the World Programme of Action and the Millennium Development Goals, which was most recently adopted in December 2008. Naturally, IDDC is following the Qatari resolution on autism with great interest and supports the initiative within the scope of its mandate.  

Other UN fora where the IDDC has successfully advocated for increased attention to and action on the exclusion of the world’s 650 million persons with disabilities include the Commission for Social Development and the Human Rights Council in Geneva, which now adopts a resolution on the human rights of persons with disabilities annually. 

3. Make development inclusive – project 

IDDC has completed a major policy tool: Make Development Inclusive – http://www.make-development-inclusive.org - Disability Mainstreaming in Development Cooperation” funded by the European Commission. The overall objective of this project was to promote a coherent and coordinated approach to mainstream disability in development co-operation policies of 25 European Union Member States, the European Institutions, and European NGOs working in the fields of development cooperation and humanitarian aid. The objectives were, among others, the inclusion of a disability dimension in development cooperation instruments and in the European Commission’s Project Cycle Management, increasing the capacity of governments and non-state actors to plan and manage inclusive development projects, the organization of conferences, workshops and trainings to develop common knowledge on disability and development, ensuring accessibility of data. By promoting inclusion in development co-operation policies and practice the project aimed also at strengthening the rights of persons with disabilities to equal participation in development processes. Persons with disabilities and their representing organisations actively participated in the implementation of the project, both as dialogue partners and as resource persons/organizations for mainstreaming activities. That way, it proved how inclusion can be realized consistently on various levels.
The 20 member organizations are leading efforts to ensure that development is delivered inclusive of persons with disabilities. To this end it is supporting policy making in developing countries and inclusive pilot projects such as Inclusive Tanzania. 
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