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Including the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities in the EU's 

Agenda for Change 
 

The Agenda for Change reconfirms poverty reduction as the primary objective of EU development 

cooperation, and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as an important 

milestone.  

Today, persons with disabilities make up 15% of the global population (World Disability Report 2011) 

of which the vast majority live in developing countries. Estimates suggest that 82% of persons with 

disabilities in developing countries live below the poverty line. Moreover, 1/3 of all children not 

attending primary education have a disability, according to UNICEF. These few figures underline the 

urgent need to include the rights of persons with disabilities in the EU’s development strategies; major 

development objectives such as the MDGs stand little chance of success otherwise. 

The Agenda for Change also highlights the promotion of human rights as a crucial issue in EU 

development policies. In this area, the EU ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (UNCRPD) in 2011. It is the first international human rights convention adhered to by the 

EU in addition to national ratifications by its member states.  

Article 32 of the UNCRPD requests parties to take steps to make international cooperation accessible 

and inclusive of persons with disabilities. This legal provision now requires practical implementation 

by the EU in its development cooperation. Furthermore, Article 11 of the UNCRPD requests state 

parties to take the necessary steps to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in 

situations of risk, including situations of armed conflict, humanitarian emergencies and the occurrence 

of natural disasters. The Agenda for Change is the appropriate strategy to encourage the practical 

implementation of the articles mentioned above, as it provides the main development framework for 

the years ahead. 

In line with the above-mentioned arguments, we would like to bring the following amendment to the 

Agenda for Change to your attention. 

Section 2. Human Rights, Democracy and other key elements of good governance.  

We suggest the insertion of: "Reaching the most marginalised groups of the population including 

persons with disabilities; The EU will promote the rights of the most excluded groups of society in 

partner countries to support their full and effective participation in all aspects of life. In this context, the 

EU will make sure that the external actions of the EU 2010 – 2020 Disability Strategy are fully 

implemented and adequately resourced." 

We very much hope that you will support this amendment in the current negotiations.   


