
So firstly, welcome to all of you to this COSP16 side event. 
My name is Dom Haslam chair of the international disability 
development consortium. Firstly for me some housekeeping 
notes to share. So, during this event, we will have 
international sign interpretation and captioning and. Any of 
you who would like to use the captioning please click the 
button bottom of the screen that says "CC" to see the 
captions. 
If you have a question, for our panelists, and opening 
speaker today, we will have time for questions, and answers 
at the end of the presentations, and we'll collect those 
questions throughout the session. And panelists will 
respond together at the end of the call, and it's my job as 
moderator to try and ensure we keep some time for that 
Q&A session at the end. So here is a reminder to panelists 
to please stick to the time allocated into the interventions. 
Please click on the Q&A button in the bottom menu bar, and 
enter your questions there. Thank you [recording in 
progress]. 
>> The webinar is now being recorded as you may have just
heard, if you would like to review anything you heard, or
share the side event with the a colleague, we will be sharing
the recording with everyone who registered for the session
over email within the week.
Finally from me, would like to remind all speakers to speak
slowly during presentations, and during the Q&A. And to
aim to use words that are easy to understand, so everyone
can follow the conversation and helps ensure that our
interpreters and captioners stay caught up. So the topic
we're here to discuss today, why is meaningful engagement
of under represented groups important?
I think we can all agree it's a critical issue for the disability
movement, and for allies, and one that is now rightly getting
increase attention.
And so I'm delighted we have such a group of experts with
us today to speak on the issue. And without further ado I
would like to hand over to our first speaker for opening
remarks, and I will then introduce each panelists before
they speak.
So very pleased to welcome Jose Maria Viera, from the
International Disability Alliance as our opening speaker. Jose
is Director of Advocacy at the International Disability
Alliance, or IDA, IDA made up of 14 global regional














































